
MY ODYSSEY
An Autobiography

NNAMDI AZIKIWE

LONDON

C. HURST & COMPANY

 
 

  
© 2008 AGI-Information Management Consultants   

May be used for personal purporses only or by  
libraries associated to dandelon.com network. 



CONTENTS

Page
PREFACE

Chapter

I. MY GENEALOGY AND NATIVITY
1. My Paternal Lineage I
2. My Maternal Lineage 4
3. Ibrahim of Zungeru 7
4. Onitsha Ado N'Idu 10

II. BOYHOOD DAYS
1. In the Land of Dosumu 17
2. Non Sibi Sed Aliis 20
3. Vacation in Kaduna South 23
4. Back in the Land of Chima 26

III. THE BIRTH OF A DREAM
1. 'How We Train Idiots' 31
2. 'Only the Best is Good Enough . . .' 35
3. 'From Log Cabin to White House' 40
4. 'If You Can Work Your Way' 45

IV. IN QUEST OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE
1. Adventurers of the Atlantic 53
2. A Gold Coast Police Recruit 58
3. Kindling the Spark 62
4. 'Go and Bring Home the Golden Fleece' 68

V. 'HIS SOUL GOES MARCHING ON'
1. The Statue of Liberty 77
a. John Brown's Raid on Harper's Ferry 81
3. Pittsburgh: the Smoky City 95
4. Working and Whistling My Way Through 104

VI. IN THE CAPITAL OF THE USA
1. 'Clad in Robes of Majesty' 116

vii



Vlll MY ODYSSEY

Chapter Page
2. The American Elections of 1928 125
3. 'Culture for Service to Humanity' 132
4. Emergence of the New Negro 136

VII. 'THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE'
1. Class-mate of Thurgood Marshall 145
2. Instructor in Political Science 154
3. The Realities of Unemployment 160
4. Benefactors who Came to My Rescue 175

VIII. THE PILGRIM RETURNS HOME
1. Bye, Bye, Uncle Sam! 191
2. A Backward Look at America 193
3. Impressions of London 197
4. The Voyage to Accra 212
5. Contact with My Benefactor 218
6. Home after Nine Years 222
7. Reunion With My Kinsfolk 232

IX. IN THE LAND OF KWEGYIR AGGREY
1. 'My Word is My Bond' 250
2. Founding of The African Morning Post 251
3. My Trial for Seditious Libel 260
4. Reminiscences of the Gold Coast 272

X. FOUNDING OF THE ZIK GROUP OF
NEWSPAPERS

1. The Mission of Showing the Light 286
2. A Newspaper as a Business Enterprise 297
3. The Zik Group of Newspapers 301
4. Trainees of the Zik Newspapers 308
5. Competition from Across the Atlantic 309

XI. ZIK NEWSPAPERS AND THE LAW
1. The Law of the Nigerian Press 314
2. Our Involvements with the Law 320
3. Causes of Infractions of the Law 347
4. Remedies for the Future 353

XII. IN THE COURSE OF DUTY
1. Ambassadors of Goodwill to Britain 357



CONTENTS ix

Chapter Page
2. The Truth About the Assassination Story 359
3. Closing Down of the Pilot and Comet 368
4. Petition Against Official Tyranny 372

XIII. SAFEGUARDS AND PITFALLS
1. Safeguards before My Exit 384
2. The Fate of the Pilot 392
3. The Fate of the Comet 395
4. The Fate of the Guardian 396
5. The Fate of the Spokesman 400

XIV. OUR ACTIVITIES IN SPORTS
1. My Personal Role in Sports 402
2. Founding of Zik's Athletic Club 406
3. Rewards of Sportsmanship 409
4. Lessons in Sportsmanship 414

APPENDICES
A. My Genealogy 417
B. Glossary of Names 418
C. Members of the Zik Group 420
D. List of Cases Cited 422
E. Editorial Precepts and Ethics 424
F. Editorial Policy: Political Issues 427
G. Editorial Policy: Economic Issues 431
H. Twelve Cardinal Rules of the Zik Group 433
I. Alumni of the Zik Group 436


