
LATIN AMERICA
IN PERSPECTIVE

Oxford Analytica

Houghton Mifflin Company
Boston London Melbourne

 
 

  
© 2008 AGI-Information Management Consultants   

May be used for personal purporses only or by  
libraries associated to dandelon.com network. 



CONTENTS

Preface xi

Part One

Society

1 The Population 1
Basic Population Size 3
Fertility 6
Mortality 7
Age Structure 12
International Migration 14

2 What Sort of People? \i
Rural-Urban Migration 17
Farmers 19
City Dwellers 24
Ethnic Minorities 31

3 Social Structure 40
Classes 40
The Southern Cone and Elsewhere 42
Rural Society 43
Urban Working Classes 46



vi CONTENTS

Middle Classes 47
Upper Classes 50
Mobility 51
Women 52

Education 55
Primary and Secondary Education 55
Higher Education 59

A Short Note on Culture 67
Writers and Novels 67
Cinema and Its Influence 70
Television 72
Other Aspects of Mass Culture 75

Part Two

Politics 79

6 Democracy and Democratization in Latin
America 81
A Democratic Tradition 81
Voters and Elections 90

7 Political Parties 101
The Left 101
The Right 104
The Center 105
Populists 107



CONTENTS vii

8 Political Actors 113
Employers' Associations and Professional

Organizations 113
Labor Unions 115
Organizations of Peasants and Rural Workers 125
Other Social Movements 127
Churches 129
The Armed Forces 134

9 Political Violence 145
Guerrillas 145
Violence from the Right 156

10 Administrative and Judicial Competence 160
Public Administration 161
Public Corruption 165
The Judicial System 166

11 Political Prospects 168

Part Three

Economics 177

12 Economic Structure: Resilience and
Vulnerability 179
The International Context 180
Trends in Structure Since 1960 181
Vulnerability, Resilience, and Performance in the

1980s 188



viii CONTENTS

13 The Policy Context 193
Currents in Economic Thinking 194
Some Myths About Policymaking 198
Inflation and Stabilization Policy 200
Debt-Management Policy 206
Commercial Policy 210

14 Issues of Employment, Distribution, Poverty,
and Welfare 216
Employment: Demand and Supply 217
Inequality, Poverty, and Basic Needs 222

15 Prospects 228
The Debt Problem 229
New Sources of Capital 331
International Trade and the World Economy 234
Economic Policy and Economic Growth 238
Regional Differences 240

Part Four

International Relations 247

16 Latin America and the United States 249
Trends in the 1980s 249
Policy Prospects 253
Cuba 260

17 Latin America and the Soviet Union 263
Commercial Interests 263
Glasnost and Perestroika 264



CONTENTS ix

The Soviet Union and Communist Parties in Latin
America 266

Soviet Interest in the Pacific 268

18 Latin America and Western Europe 271
Historical Ties 271
The Growth of Relations 272
Constraints and Limitations 274
1992 277
Europe After the Cold War 279

19 Latin America and Japan 283
Historical Ties 283
Pressures for Greater Involvement 285
Constraints on Japanese Actions 289
The Future 291

20 Latin America and Other Regions 293
China 293
The Middle East 297
Africa 300

The Third World Movement 301

21 International Financial Institutions and Latin
America 304
The IMF and the World Bank 304
Evolution of the IMF in the 1980s 305
Issues Under Consideration by the IMF 308
World Bank Response to Latin America in the 1980s 312



x CONTENTS

Issues Under Consideration in the World Bank 314
The Inter-American Development Bank 317
Prospects for the 1990s 317

22 Cooperation and Conflict in the Region 319
Patterns of Regional Cooperation 319
Patterns of Regional Conflict 322
Brazil and Argentina 325
Central America 326

23 Latin America and International Management of
the Environment 329

24 Conclusions and Prospects 335

Bibliography 341

Index 351


