MSHob L(VM
KONINKLIJK INSTITUUT A,?

- VOOR TAAL-, LAND- EN VOLKENKUNDE

\C/‘a’ribbean Series 10

NEIL L. \?XHITEHEAD

LORDS OF THE TIGER SPIRIT

A HISTORY OF THE CARIBS
IN COLONIAL VENEZUELA AND GUYANA
1498 - 1820

1988
FORIS PUBLICATIONS
Dordrecht-Holland / Providence-U.S.A.



CONTENTS

Preface

Introduction

CARIB SOCIETY AND DEMOGRAPHY 1500 - 1700

1

11

1

The European encounter
1. First reports on the extent of Carib settlement

2. European influence on Amerindian settlement patterns

Carib demography 1500 - 1700
1. Disease and slavery
2. Flora and fauna

3. Carib population levels

Carib society

1. Subsistence

2. Trade

3. Warfare and raiding
4, Leadership

5. The Carib community

THE CARIB POLITY 1498 - 1811

v

The Carib frontier 1498 - 1700 ;

1. Initial contacts 1498 - 1584

2. The conflict of Berrio and Ralegh 1583 - 1597

3. Stagnation on the Orinoco, initiative on the Guarapiche 1597 - 1617
4

. The defeat of Ralegh and the death of Fernando de Berrio
1617 - 1629

. Amnesty on the Orinoco, conflict on the Guarapiche 1629 - 1658

w

6. Dutch and French enclaves in the 17th century

7. Conflict on the Orinoco, evangelism on the Guarapiche
1658 - 1700

ix

17

21
22
30
32

42
42
53
55
59
63

69
71
73
81
83

86
88
91

97



vi Contents

\' The conquest of Caribana 1700 - 1771
1. The change in the balance of forces 1700 - 1721

2. Missionary advances against the Guarapiche and North Bank
Caribs 1721 - 1729

3. The great Carib rebellion 1729 - 1740
4. Taricura's challenge 1733 - 1735

5. The Franciscan Observant conquest of the Orinoco Caribs

1740 - 1756
6. The Capuchin conquest of the Imataca/Essequibo Caribs
1740 - 1811

VI  The Spanish missions
1. The growth of the mission system
2. The organisation and economic development of the missions
3. Carib demography in the Spanish missions
4. Rebels and fugitives
5. The mission Caribs
6. Epilogue 1771 - 1818

VII  The Dutch connection

1. Development of Essequibo, Demerara and Berbice
ca. 1670 - 1772

. The Dutch - Carib alliance: its origin and character
. The postholder
. Carib wars in Dutch territory ca. 1680 - 1700

Do W N

. The final years of Dutch occupation and the advent of
British administration 1772 - 1814
VIII Cannibalism and slavery
" 1. European attitudes
2. Carib cannibalism
3. Carib slaving
4. The Dutch - Carib slave trade

IX  Conclusion

Appendices on censuses of Carib population
Notes .
References
Index

104,
107

109
111
115

119

122

131
131
133
135
141
145
148

151

151
159
160
165

170

172
172
175
180
184

189

192
200
227
241



